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(7) ABSTRACT

The present invention discloses a system and method for
confining a robot to a particular space. The system includes
a portable barrier signal transmitter that produces a barrier
signal primarily along an axis, and a mobile robot capable of
avoiding the barrier signal upon detection of the barrier
signal. In the preferred embodiment the barrier signal is
emitted in an infrared frequency and the robot includes an
omni-directional signal detector. Upon detection of the
signal, the robot turns in a direction selected by a barrier
avoidance algorithm until the barrier signal is no longer
detected.
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